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Initial Comments.

On an unannounced abbreviated
biennial survey with a limited mental health
specialty ficense including an control
monitoring was conducted at GWK Home of
Comfort LLC. Deficient practice was identified at
the time of the survey.

429.256(. . ); 69A-36.008(3) Medication -
Assistance with Self-Admin

429.256

{3} Assistance with self-administration of
medication includes:

{a) Taking the medication, in its previously
dispensed, properly labeled container, inctuding
an syringe that is prefilled with the proper
dosage by a pharmacist and an . thatis
prefilled by the manufacturer, from where itis
stored, and bringing it to the resident.

{b} In the presence of the resident, confirming
that the medication is intended for that resident,
orally advising the resident of the medication
name and dosage, opening the container,
removing a prescribed amount of medication
from the container, and closing the container. The
resident may sign a written waiver to opt out of
being orally advised of the medication name and
dosage. The waiver must identify all of the
medications intended for the resident, including
names and dosages of such medications, and
must immediately be updated each time the
resident ' s medications or dosages change.

{c) Placing an oral dosage in the resident ' s

or placing the dosage in another container and
helping the resident by fifting the container to his
or her .

(d) Applying | medications.

{e) Returning the medication container to proper
storage.
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Continued From page 1

{f) Keeping a record of when a resident receives
assistance with self-administration under this
section.
{g) Assisting with the use of a , including
removing the cap of a . opening the unit
dose of solution, and pouring the
p i p dose of ication into
the dispensing cup of the .
{hyUsinga , to perform -
ievel checks.
{i) Assisting with putting on and taking off
stockings.

{j) Assisting with applying and removing an

» but not with titrating the
prescribed . settings.
{k} Assisting with the use of a continuous positive
airway pressure device but not with titrating the
prescribed setting of the device.
{) Assisting with measuring vital signs.
{m) Assisting with , bags.
{4} Assistance with self-administration does not
include:
{a) Mixing, . ., converting, or

. medication doses, except for

measuring a prescribed amount of fiquid
medication or breaking a scored tablet or
crushing a tablet as prescribed.
{b) The preparation of syringes for injection or the
administration of medications by any injectable
route,
{c} Administration of medications by way of a tube
inserted in a , of the body.
{d) Administration of , preparations.
(e} The use of irrigations or debriding agents
used in the treatment of a skin condition.
{f} Assisting with . ,or
preparations.
(g} Assisting with medications ordered by the
physiclan or heaith care professional with
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prescriptive authority to be given "as needed,”
unless the order is written with specific
that prectude i judgment
on the part of the unficensed person, and the
resident requesting the medication is aware of his
or her need for the medication and understands
the purpose for taking the medication.
{h} Medications for which the time of
administration, the amount, the strength of
dosage, the method of administration, or the
reason for administration requires judgment or
discretion on the part of the unlicensed person.
) with the self-administration of
i by an unfi person as d ibed
in this section shall not be considered
administration as defined in s. 465.003.
59A-36.008
(3) ASSISTANCE WITH
SELF-ADMINISTRATION.
{a) Any uniicensed person providing assistance
with self-administration of medication must be
. . orolder, trained to assist with self
administered medication pursuant to the training
requirements of rule 59A-36.011, F.A.C., and
must be available to assist residents with
i i ications in with
procedures described in section 429.256, F.S.
and this rue.
{b} In addition to the specifications of section
429.256(3), F.S., assistance with
self-administration of medication includes, in the
presence of the resident, reading the medication
{abel aloud and verbally prompting a resident to
take medications as prescribed.
{c} In order to facilitate assistance with
self-administration, trained staff may prepare and
make available such items as water, juice, cups,
and spoons, Trained staff may also return unused
doses to the medication container. Medication,
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which appears to have been contaminated, must
not be returned to the container,

{d) Trained staff must observe the resident take
the medication. Any concerns about the
resident's reaction to the medication or suspected
noncompliance must be reported to the resident's
health care provider and documented in the
resident's record.

{e) When a resident who receives assistance with
medication is away from the facility and from
facility staff, the following options are available to
enable the resident fo take medication as
prescribed:

1. The health care provider may prescribe a
medication schedute that coincides with the
resident’s presence in the facility,

2. The medication container may be given to the
resident, a friend, or family member upon leaving
the facifity, with this fact noted in the resident's
medication record,

3. The medication may be transferred to a pill
erganizer pursuant to the requirements of
subsection (2), and given to the resident, a friend,
or family member upon leaving the facility, with
this fact noted in the resident's medication record,
or

4. may be ( and
dispensed in an easier to use form, such as unit
dose packaging.

{f) Assistance with self-administration of
medication does not include the activities detalled
in section 429.256(4), F.S.

1. As used in section 429.256(4)(g), F.S., the
term "competent resident” means that the
resident is cognizant of when a medication is
required and understands the purpose for taking
the medication.

2. As used in section 429.256(4)(h), F.S., the
terms "judgment” and "discretion” mean
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interpreting vital signs and evaluating or

assessing a resident's condition.

{g) All trained staff must adhere to the facility's
control policy and procedures when

assisting with the self-administration of

medication.

This Statute or Rule is not met as evidenced by:
Based on interviews, record reviews, and
observations, the facility failed to follow the
process for assisting residents with
self-administration of medications for 1 of 1
resident (Resident #1) by faifing to read the
medication labels in the presence of the resident.

The findings include:

On at 10:40am Staff A was cbserved
assisting Resident #1 with medications. Staff A
obtained the medication and put it in a small clear
cup. The cup was placed on the dining table in
front of Resident #1. Staff A walked away without
observing Resident #1 take his medication. Staff
Areturned to the of the house to clean the
bathroom.

Areview of the MOR revealed Staff A's initials to
indicate she observed Resident #1 take his
medication.

On at 10:45am an interview was
conducted with Staff A. Staff A explained she
gave the medication then documented the
medication was given. An interview was also
conducted with the Administrator who stated that
she signed the MOR for Staff A as she thought

A05B2
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CLASS
AO78| 59A-36.010(2) FAC Staffing Standards - Staff AD78

(2) STAFF.
{a) Within 30 days after beginning employment,
newly hired staff must submit a written statement
from a heaith care provider documenting that the
individual does not have any signs or symptoms
of communicable . The examination
performed by the health care provider must have
been conducted no earlier than § months before
submission of the statement. Newly hired staff
does not include an employee transferring without
a break in service from one facility to another
when the facility Is under the same management
or ownership.
1. Evidence of a negative
examination must be docurmented on an annual
basis. Documentation provided by the Florida
Department of Health or a licensed health care
provider certifying that there is a shortage of
testing materials satisfies the annual
examination requirement. An
individual with a positive test must
submit a health care provider's statement that the
individual does not constitute a risk of

2. If any staff member has, or is suspected of
having, a col i . such individuat
must be immediately removed from duties untit a
written statement is submitted from a health care
provider indicating that the individual does not
constitute a risk of itting a ¢ i

{b) Staff must be qualified to perform their
assigned duties consistent with their level of
ion, training, fon, and i
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Continued From page 6

Staff providing services requiring ficensing or
certification must be appropriately licensed or
certified. All staff must exercise their
responsibilities, consistent with their
qualifications, to observe residents, to document
observations on the appropriate resident's record,
and to report the observations to the resident's
heaith care provider in accordance with this rule
chapter.

{c) All staff must comply with the training
requirements of rule 59A-36.011, FAC.

{d) An assisted living facility Lo
provide services to residents must ensure that
individuals providing services are qualified to
perform their assigned duties in accordance with
this rule chapter. The contract between the facility
and the staffing agency or contractor must
specifically describe the services the staffing
agency ot contractor will provide to residents.

{e) For facifities with a licensed capacity of 17 or
more residents, the facility must:

1. Develop a written job description for each staff
position and provide a copy of the job description
to each staff member; and,

2. Maintain time sheets for all staff.

{f) Level 2 background screening must be
conducted for staff, including staff by
the facility to provide services to residents,
pursuant to sections 408.809 and 429.174, F.S.

This Statute or Rule is not met as evidenced by:
Based on record review and interview the facility
failed to ensure that 3 of 3 staff members (Staff A,
B, and C) had the required documentation
indicating that they were free from communicable

Findings include:

On a record review of Staff A, Staff B

A078
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Continued From page 7

and Staff C's employment record revealed that
none of the files had the required documentation
indicating that they are free from any
communicable . Staff A's hire date was
listed as ; Staff B's hire date was listed
as ; and Staff C's hire date was listed
as

On at 4:30pm an interview was

conducted with the Administrator. The

Administrator indicated she thought they had the
ron file. The ini

indicated that it maybe in her other records at

another location.

CLASS HI

429.52(1 & 7) FS; 59A-36.011( ) FAC Training
- Staff In-Service

429.52(1)
{1)Each new assisted living facility employee who
has not previously completed core training must
attend a preservice orientation provided by the
facility before interacting with residents. The
preservice orientation must be at least 2 hours in
duration and cover topics that help the employee
provide responsible care and respond to the
needs of facility residents. Upon compietion, the
employee and the administrator of the facility
must sign a statement that the employee

the required preservi i i
The facility must keep the signed statement in the
employee’s personnel record.

(7} Facility staff shall participate in inservice

training relevant to their job duties as specified by
agency rule. Topics covered during the preservice
orientation are not required to be repeated during
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Continued From page 8

inservice training. A single certificate of
completion that covers all required inservice
training topics may be issued to a participating
staff member if the training is provided in a single
training course.

59A-36.011
{2) STAFF PRESERVICE ORIENTATION.
{a) Facilities must provide a preservice
orientation of at least 2 hours to all new assisted
fiving facility employees who have not previously
completed core training as detailed in subsection
1.
(b} New staff must complete the preservice
orientation ptior to interacting with residents.
{c} Once complete, the employes and the facility
administrator must sign a statement that the

pl the preservice ori i
which must be kept in the employee's personnel
record.
{d) In addition to topics that may be chosen by
the facility administrator, the preservice
orientation must cover:
1. Resident's rights; and,
2. The facility's license type and services offered
by the facility.
{3) STAFF IN-SERVICE TRAINING. Facility
administrators or managers shail provide or
arrange for the following in-service training to
facitity staff;
{a) Staff who provide direct care to residents,
other than nurses, certified nursing assistants, or
home health aides trained in accordance with rule
59A-8.0095, F.A.C., must receive a minimum of 1
hour in-service training in control,
including universal precautions and facility
sanitation procedures, before providing personal
care to residents. The facility must use its

control policies and procedures when

A081
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Continued From page 9

offering this training. Documentation of

compliance with the staff training requirements of

29 CFR 1910.1030, relating to borne

.\ .. »may be used to meet this

requirement.

(b} Staff who provide direct care to residents

must receive a minimum of 1 hour in-service

training within 30 days of employment that covers

the following subjects:

1. Reporting adverse incidents.

2. Facility emergency procedures including

chain-of-command and staff roles relating to

emergency evacuation.

{c) Staff who provide direct care to residents, who

have not taken the core training program, shall

receive a minimum of 1 hour in-service training

within 30 days of employment that covers the

following subjects:

1. Resident rights in an assisted living facifity.

2. Recognizing and reporting resident .

neglect, and . | . The facility must use its
prevention policies and procedures when

offering this training.

{d) Staff who provide direct care to residents,

other than nurses, CNAs, or home health aides

trained in accordance with rule 59A-8.0095,

F.A.C., must receive 3 hours of in-service training

within 30 days of employment that covers the

following subjects:

1. Resident behavior and needs.

2. Providing assistance with the activities of daily

fiving.

{e) Staff who prepare or serve food, who have not

taken the assisted living facility core training must

receive a minirmum of 1-hour-in-service training

within 30 days of employment in safe food

handfing practices.

{f) All facility staff shali receive in-service training

regarding the facility's resident elopement
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Continued From page 10

response policies and procedures within thirty
(30) days of employment.

1. All facility staff shall be provided with a copy of
the facifity's resident elopement response policies
and procedures.

2. All facility staff shall demonstrate an
understanding and competency in the
implementation of the elopement response
policies and procedures.

This Statute or Rule is not met as evidenced by:
Based on record review and interview, the facility
failed to ensure that 3 out of 3 members had the
required 2 hours of pre-service training,
documentation prior to working with the residents
{Staff A, Staff B and Staff C}.

The findings include:

Avrecord review revealed that Staff A was hired on

. Further record revealed there was no
documentation of Staff A completing the required
2 hours pre-service training.

Arecord review revealed that Staff B was hired
on . Further record revealed there was no
documentation of Staff B completing the required
2 hours pre-service training.

Arecord review revealed that Staff C was hired
on - Further record revealed there was
no documentation of Staff C completing the
required 2 hours pre-service training.

On at 3:30pm an interview was
conducted with the Administrator. The
ini i the ion was

A081
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Continued From page 11

not on file.

Class Il

59A-36.025 FAC Emergency Environmentat
Control

59A-36.025 Emergency Environmentat Control
for Assisted Living Facilities.
{1) DETAILED EMERGENCY ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROL PLAN. Each assisted living facility
shall prepare a detailed plan ("plan”) to serve as
a supplement to its Comprehensive Emergency
Plan, to address
environmental control in the event of the loss of
primary electrical power in that assisted living
facility which includes the following information:
{a) The acquisition of a sufficient alternate power
source such as a generator(s), maintained at the
assisted living facility, to ensure that current
ticensees of assisted living facilities will be
equipped to ensure air temperatures will
be maintained at or below 81 degrees Fahrenheit
for a minimum of ninety-six (96) hours in the
event of the loss of primary electrical power.
1. The required temperature must be maintained
in an area or areas, determined by the assisted
fiving facility, of sufficient size to maintain
residents safely at all times and thatis
appropriate for resident care needs and life safety
requirements. For planning purposes, no less
than twenty (20} net square per resident
must be provided. The assisted living facliity may
use eighty percent (80%) of its ficensed bed
capacity as the number of residents to be used in
the to determine the required square
footage. This may include areas that are less
than the entire assisted living facility if the
assisted living facility's comprehensive
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emergency management plan includes aflowing a
resident to congregate when he or she desires in
portions of the building where temperatures will
be maintained and includes procedures for
monitoring residents for signs of heat related
injury as required by this rule. This rule does not
prohibit a facility from acting as a receiving
provider for evacuees when the conditions stated
in section 408.821, F.S. and subsection
59A-36.019(5), F.A.C., are met. The plan shall
include information regarding the area(s} within
the assisted living facility where the required
temperature will be maintained.

2. The alternate power source and fuel supply
shail be located in an area(s) in accordance with
iocal zoning and the Florida Building Code.

3. Each assisted living facility is unique in size;
the types of care provided; the physical and
mental capabifities and needs of residents; the
type, frequency, and amount of services and care
offered; and staffing characteristics. Accordingly,
this rule does not limit the types of systems or
equipment that may be used to achieve
temperatures at or below 81 degrees Fahrenheit
for a minimum of ninety-six (96) hours in the
event of the loss of primary electrical power. The
plan shall include information regarding the
systems and equipment that wil be used by the
assisted living facility and the fuel required to
operate the systems and equipment.

a. An assisted living facility in an evacuation zone
pursuant to chapter 262, F, S. must maintain an
alternative power source and fuel as required by
this subsection at all times when the assisted
fiving facility Is occupled but is permitted to utilize
a mobile generator(s) to enable portability if
evacuation is necessary.

b. Assisted living facilities located on a single
campus with other facilities under common
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ownership, may share fuel, alternative power
resources, and resident space available on the
campus if such resources are sufficient to
support the requirements of each facility's
residents, as specified in this rule. Details
regarding how resources will be shared and any
necessary movement of residents must be clearly
described in the emergency power plan.

<. A multistory facility, whose comprehensive
emergency management plan is to move
residents to a higher floor during a flood or surge
event, must place its alternative power source
and all necessary additional equipment so it can
safely operate in a location protected from
fiooding or storm surge damage.

{b) The acquisition of sufficient fuel, and safe
maintenance of that fuel at the facility, to ensure
that in the event of the loss of primary electrical
power there is sufficient fuel available for the
alternate power source to maintain

temperatures at or below 81 degrees Fahrenheit
for a minimum of ninety-six (96) hours after the
{oss of primary electrical power during a declared
state of emergency. The plan must inciude
information regarding fuel source and fuel
storage.

1. Facilities must store minimum amounts of fuel
onsite as follows:

a. Afacility with a licensed capacity of 16 beds or
fess must store 48 hours of fuel onsite.

b. A facility with a licensed capacity of 17 or more
beds must store 72 hours of fuel onsite.

2. An assisted living facility located in an area in a
declared state of emergency area pursuant to
section 252.36, F.S. that may impact primary
power delivery must secure ninety-six {96) hours
of fuel. The assisted living facility may utilize
portable fuel storage containers for the remaining
fuel necessary for ninety-six (96) hours during the
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period of a declared state of emergency.
3. Piped natural gas is an aliowable fuel source
and meets the onsite fuel supply requirements
under this rule.
4. if local ordinances or other regulations fimit the
amount of onsite fuel storage for the assisted
fiving facility's location, then the assisted living
facitity must develop a plan that includes
maximum onsite fuel storage aliowable by the
erdinance or regulation and a reliable method to
obtain the maximum additional fuel at teast 24
hours prior to depletion of onsite fuel.
{c} The acquisition of services necessary to
maintain, and test the equipment and its functions
to ensure the safe and sufficient operation of the
alternate power source maintained at the
assisted living facility.
(d} The acquisition and maintenance of a
monoxide alarm.
{2) SUBMISSION OF THE PLAN.
{a) Each assisted living facility licensed prior to
the effective date of this rule shall submit its plan
to the local emergency management agency for
review within 30 days of the effective date of this
rule. Assisted living facility plans previously
submitted and approved pursuant to emergency
Rule 58AER17-1 will require resubrmission only if
changes are made to the plan.
{b} Each new assisted living facility shall submit
the plan required under this rule prior to obtaining
alicense.
{c) Each existing assisted living facility that
4 any additions, ificath
alterations, refurbishment, renovations or

fon that require ion of its
systems or equipment affecting the facility's
compliance with this rute shall amend its plan and
submit it to the local emergency management
agency for review and approval.
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{3} APPROVED PLANS.
(a) Each assisted living facility must maintain 2
copy of its approved plan in a manner that makes
the plan readily available at the licensee’s
physical address for review by a legally
authorized entity, if the plan is maintained in an
electronic format, assisted living facility staff must
be readily available to access and produce the
plan. For purposes of this section, “"readily
available” means the ability to immediately
produce the plan, either in electronic or paper
format, upon request.
{b} Within two (2) business days of the approval
of the plan from the locat emergency
management agency, the assisted living facility
shail submit in writing proof of the approval to the
Agency for Health Care Administration.
(c} The assisted living facility shall submit a
consumer-friendly summary of the emergency
power plan to the Agency. The Agency shall post
the summary and notice of the approval and
implementation of the assisted living facility
emergency power plans on its website within ten
{10) business days of the plan’s approval by the
focal emergency management agency and
update within ten (10) business days of
imptementation.
{4) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN.
{a) Each assisted living facility licensed prior to
the effective date of this rule shall, no later than

| , have implemented the plan
required under this rule.
{b} The Agency shall allow an extension up to

. to providers in compliance with
paragraph (¢} below and who can show delays
caused by necessary construction, delivery of
ordered equipment, zoning or other regulatory
approval processes. Assisted living facilities shall
notify the Agency that they will utilize the
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extension and keep the Agency apprised of
progress on a guarterly basis to ensure there are
no unnecessary delays. If an assisted fiving
facility can show in its quarterly progress reports.
that unavoidable delays caused by necessary
construction, delivery of ordered equipment,
zoning or other regulatory approvat processes will
occur beyond the initial extension date, the
assisted living facility may request a waiver
pursuant to section 120.542, F.S.

{c} During the extension period, an assisted living
facitity must make arrangements pending full
implementation of its plan that provides the
residents with an area or areas to congregate
that meets the safe indoor air temperature
requirements of subsection {1} {a) for & minimum
of ninety-six {96) hours.

1. An assisted living facility not located in an
evacuation zone must either have an alternative
power source onsite or have a contract in place
for delivery of an alternative power source and
fuel when requested. Within twenty-four (24)
hours of the issuance of a state of emergency for
an event that may impact primary power delivery
for the area of the assisted living facility, it must
have the alternative power source and no less
than ninety-six (86) hours of fuel stored onsite.

2. An assisted living facility located in an
evacuation zone pursuant to chapter 262, F.S.
must either:

a. Fully and safely evacuate its residents prior to
the arrival of the event; or

b. Have an alternative power source and no less
than ninety-six (96) hours of fuel stored onsite,
within twenty-four (24) hours of the issuance of a
state of emergency for the area of the assisted
fiving facility.

(d} Each new assisted living facility shall
imptement the plan required under this rule prior

A200
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to obtaining a license.
(e) Existing assisted fiving facilifies that undergo
any additions, modifications, alterations,
refurbishment, renovations or reconstruction that
require modification of the systems or equipment
affecting the assisted living facility's compliance
with this rute shall implement its amended plan
concurrent with any such additions, modifications,
alterations, refurbishment, renovations or
reconstruction.
{f) The Agency for Health Care Administration
may request cooperation from the State Fire
Marshal to conduct inspections to ensure
implementation of the pian in compliance with this
ne.
{5} POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.
{a) Each assisted living facility shall develop and
implement written policies and procedures o
ensure that the assisted living facility can
effectively and immediately activate, operate and
maintain the alternate power source and any fuet
required for the operation of the alternate power
source. The procedures shall ensure that
residents do not experience complications from
in air inside
the facility. Procedures must address the care of
residents occupying the facility during a declared
state of i ,a iption of
the methods to be used to mitigate the potential
for heat refated injury including:
1. The use of cooling devices and equipment;
2. The use of refrigeration and freezers to
produce ice and appropriate temperatures for the
e of icines requiring refri i
3. Weliness checks by assisted living facility staff
to monitor for signs of . and heat
injury; and
4. A provision for obtaining medical intervention
from emergency services for residents whose life
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safety is in jeopardy.

(b} Each assisted living facility shalt maintain the
written policies and procedures in a manner that
makes them readily available at the licensee's
physical address for review by a legally
authorized entity, if the policies and procedures
are maintained in an electronic format, assisted
tiving facility staff must be readily available to
access the policies and procedures and produce
the requested information. For purposes of this
section, "readily available” means the ability to
immediately produce the policies and procedures,
either in electronic or paper format, upon request.
{c) The written policies and procedures must be
readily available for inspection by each resident;
each resident's legal representative, designee,
surrogate, guardian, attorney in fact, or case
manager; each resident's estate; and such
additional parties as authorized in writing or by

taw.
{8} REVOCATION OF LICENSE, FINES OR
SANCTIONS. For a violation of any part of this
rule, the Agency for Health Care Administration
may seek any remedy authorized by chapter 429,
part |, or chapter 408, part II, F.S., including, but
not fimited to, license revocation, license

ion, and the ition of ini

fines.

{7} COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY

MANAGEMENT PLAN.

{a) Assisted living facilities whose comprehensive
planis to

must comply with this rule.

(b) Each facility whose plan has been approved

shail submit the plan as an addendum with any

future submissions for approval of its

compt sive
(8) NOTIFICATION.
{a) Within five (5) business days, each assisted

plan.
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fiving facility must notify in writing, unless

ission for electronic ication has
been granted, each resident and the resident's
iegal representative:
1. Upon submission of the plan to the focal
emergency management agency that the plan
has been submitted for review and approval;
2. Upon final implementation of the pian by the
assisted living facility.
(b} Each assisted living facility must maintain a
copy of each notification set forth in paragraph (a)
above in a manner that makes each notification
readily available at the licensee's physical
address for review by a legally authorized entity, If
the fcations are maintained in an i
format, facility staff must be readily available to
access and produce the notifications. For
purposes of this section, "readily available”
means the ability to immaediately produce the
nofifications, either in electronic or paper format,
upon request.

This Statute or Rule is not met as evidenced by:
Based on observation, review of record, and
interview, the facility failed to maintain the fuel on
site to operate the generator in the event of
power loss. This has the potential to affect all
residents of the facility.

The findings include:

On at 8:45am, a tour was conducted of
the facifity. During the tour the emergency
generator was observed. During the tour there
was no fuel observed to operate the generator in
case of an smergency.

A review of the facility's comprehensive
emergency plan showed the facility planned to
maintain fuel on site in order to operate the
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On at 10:49am an interview was

the fuet to go bad.

CLASS

conducted with the Administrator. The
Administrator stated that after the hurricane
season she removed the fuel that was intended
for the generator. She stated that she didn't want
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